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Having a great time at the Open Day PTA Booth

| was delighted to be able to help out at the Open Day PTA

Booth, which was held as part of the school's 70th anniversary
celebration. It was a fun-filled and eye-opening experience. We
offered finger painting and also operated a popcorn maker. People of
all ages came to enjoy themselves. | got to meet and chat with a lot of
former Hortung girls as well as many different visitors. | also learned

e FRFLIEF A ENSEMY » BAAE how to cooperate with other people. The whole experience made me
B o realize how lucky | am to be a part of the Hotung family.
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Looking back on the first day when | stepped into
the Hotung campus, | am thankful that this new stage
of my life has been a happy and fruitful experience. |
also consider myself to be lucky, as a newcomer, to be
a part of Hotung Secondary School's 70th anniversary
celebration. | have benefited a lot from the school's
balanced curriculum as well as its rich and diverse
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‘ Thankful to be a Hotung girl
1
|
1

programme of extra-curricular activities. Lastly, | must say
thank you to all my teachers for their dedicated support,
without which my classmates and | would not have
enjoyed all-round growth.
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An eventful and memorable school year

This school year is very eventful as | had the precious
opportunity of helping with multiple PTA activities, such
as the PTA Open Day Booth, PTA Field Trip, and PTA
performance for the school's 70th Anniversary Gala
Night.

Open Day was an unforgettable experience; our
booth was fun for all ages, and many people came to
taste our fresh popcorn. | helped on both days and
though | was busy, it was really fun. Through this once-in-
a-lifetime experience, | have learned a lot about effective
communication and teamwork. | am very glad that |
could be a part of it.

During the PTA Field Trip, | worked as a
photographer. Not only did | take lots of pictures and
have great fun capturing the joy of all participants but |
also applied and improved my photography skills. The
trip was also well planned so thank you to everyone who
was involved in the planning. We all enjoyed the scenery
as well as the yummy lunch.

4B KIANG YAN LU, Taylor
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| finished sitting the DSE exam about 2 months ago and
after that | had been working part time. All went well, mostly
because the most challenging examination of my 17-year life is
finally over. Life is so different after the exam, which everybody
has been hoping for months to end. A few days ago, when
| was packing my clothes at home, | found a white dress in
the corner of the closet. Picking it up, | recognized my HSS
uniform, which had been with me for 6 years. Then | was filled
with all kinds of emotion, delight, sadness, relief, anxiety ...
and many other colorful memories.
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From the bottom of my heart

| remember when | was in Form 1 (2017-2018), | was all new
to the school. Like everybody else, | started to look for people
who could be my friends. Some started to get along by having
lunch together. Some chit-chatted. Some simply walked along
the corridor together with a bunch of want-to-be-friends.
Yet | did not really have anyone. | simply sat in the corner of
the classroom, reading my Sherlock Holmes novels, eating a
711 bread. | was born a weirdo so | guessed | just acted like
one. Several classmates started to dislike me or got annoyed
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by me and my freaky attitude. However, | did not know what
to do or how to act normal, so | just continued being alone.
Everyone called me a 'nerd’, or whatever name they liked to
call me with. Yet, without a lot of friends (or frankly:-- none), |
decided to focus on my studies and just be a so-called 'nerd’,
or 'corner-girl'. My rank steadily rose from the bottom 7 in
Primary 6 to the top 6 in Form 1. For such an achievement, |
am forever thankful to my mom, who has been doing all that
she can to help me my studies all these years.

From Form 2 to Form 3 (2018-2019-2020), | started to face
up to my problem and realized that | needed to be normal,
or at least to be able to make a few friends. For the first time
in years, | chose to sit with a girl who was having lunch on
her own. Initially her face showed a total weirdness towards
me, someone who never before had lunch with anoyone, but
when | started making a real effort to talk and to appear to
be friendly, every part of her face showed that she wanted to
stay away from me. Luckily for myself, | never gave up, as | felt
envious when | saw a group of girls chatting and laughing so
joyously and | wanted to feel that.

| joined the Volleyball Club in Form 2 while becoming
more open and talkative. Again, | ran into troubles at first, as
quite a number of my classmates disliked or even hated me
because of my lack of good communication and socializing
skills. But | did not give up and really pushed myself to interact
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with more people —
practice does make
perfect. While trying to
get along with others,
| never forgot to pay
attention to my studies,
as | knew | could not
afford to falter in my selection of electives in Form 3, or in the
future DSE exams and my career pathway in the future.

Although | was never immensely popular, | did make a
few good friends. And for a person who finally stepped out of
her comfort zone, | ran into challenges again and again. And
on a few occasions | nearly lost my buddies because | said the
wrong things by accident. | was heartened that some of my
friendships blossomed over time.

During the senior years of Form 4 to Form 6, | knew |
had to focus on fighting 'the great war'. My mom continued
to give me her whole-hearted support. Then slowly the
'nightmare’ DSE exam drew closer and closer, till | could mark
on the date that was only a few pages behind my current
date on the calendar. Everything got more serious and nerve-
wrecking as each day passed by. My classmates also started to
get super serious about their studies. The classroom became
quieter. 21 classmates in the same room, in the same silence,
but everyone was fighting. Sometimes | got a 7-hour tutorial
class per day and sometimes | only got a 4-hour sleep before
school. The number of remaining days before DSE exam was
written on the blackboard of our classroom. The nervousness,
the burning desire to succeed... you had to be there to truly
experience it. Looking back, | am still amazed at how tough
the challenge was. | will remember it for the rest of my life.

Finally, a few words of advice for my fellow junior form
schoolmates. Always treasure yourelf as an individual. Learn
to accept yourself and keep doing better, as it is true that
practice makes perfect. As long as you are willing to make
an effort and devote sufficient time to it, you will make good
headway. Lastly, | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude
to the Principal and all the teachers of Hotung Secondary
School. | will continue to make you proud.

6B WONG HIU TUNG
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